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Circular Letter 


To the Clergy of Maryland, enforcing the Duty, 
and by an eafie Method, pts hes, pith a fuit= 
able Proviſion of Books, facilitating to them the 


Fundamental Wark of Catechiſing. 


Reverend Brethren, 


Cannot without the greateſt Eſteem of, and, Affection towards you, re- 
flect upon the good Order of your Conferences, and the Unanimi 
with which you concurr'd to thoſe Pious Reſolutions that were made 
at your late Viſitation : And fo happy a beginning gives me good 
Grounds to hope the beſt things from you. The truth of it is, when ! fit 
down and conſider. the ſeveral particular Methods of Minifterial Iuſtruction, 
which you did then fo chearfully come into, I am not able, upon the moſt 
mature Deliberation, to conceive, what can be wanting on your Parts, to 
render the People committed to your Charge, fully Edity'd in all things ne- 
ceſſary to Salvation, but putting the Meaſures then Reſolv d upon vigorouſly 
into Execution, both as to Catechizing, Preaching, and Private Exhortation 
and Admonition. | 1 
Now, the firſt of your Reſolutions refers to Catechizing, a part of your Mini- 
ſtry ſo exceedingly neceſſary in the Church of Chriſt, eſpecially in an Age ſo 
looſe in its Principles as ours is, that enough cannor be faid to inculcate that 
matter upon you. But I forbear here, having ſo largely ſpoken to it in my 
Viſitation Charge : However, There is one conſideration of ſuch peculiar force 
to yourſelves in Maryland, that I muſt needs remind you thereof, to invigo- 
rate you in that Work, tho'I know the words tliemſelves were ſo Emphatical, 
and the occaſion of them mult be ſo freſh in your Mind, that it will not be 
caſie for you to forget them. | | 


And was it fo, that but few Months ago, the whole Province were in that 
Conſternation, on the account of their Religion, as did far exceed our Ex 
cation? And did the Patriots of your; Country, under ſuch difficulties and 
diſcouragements, as I forbear to Name, renew its Eſtabliſhment, and that roo 
with ſuch an Vnanimity and general Conſent, as ſhews it is no indifferent thing 
to them? And wheretore was it, that notwithſtanding all, they would re- 

_ eſtabliſh our Church, and provide for its Clergy amongſt them? For this 
end they declare they did this glorious Work, I HAT IHEIR CHILDREN 
AND POSTERITY BEING PRESERVED IN. THE UNITY OF THE 
CHURCH, FROM FACTION AND SCHISM, IN HONESTY AND 
CHARITY, MIGHT BECOME GOOD AND SOBER MEN, LOVING 
VERTUE, HATING VICE, THE RATIONAL CONSEQUENCE OF 
TRUE CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE. _ Words ſurely that deſerve to be writ⸗ 
ten (both for the perpetual Honour of the N for a Memorandum | 

4.5.96 Ws. | Be EY vi ro | 
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to you of the Clergy, to what purpoſe you are continued) In LETTERS. 
of GOLD on-PILLARS of MARBLE. It evidently appears hence, That 
the Chriſtian Education of their Touth, is what thoſe Patriots do chiefly expect 
from you. And. ſurely then, if for this Reaſon principally, a Clergy have 
been there "e-eſtabliſh'd, ſo far as lies in their Power: In this Work there. 
fore it is, That in a more eſpecial manner, you are call'd to exert youf La- 
bours, as a moſt important part of your Miniſtry among them. And you 
are to conclude from hence, That you (of all the Clergy in the King's Domi- 
nions) have a more than ordinary Call to apply your ſelves particularly there. 
unto. | oe 25: | \ 


And to me it portends, that you will do ſomething to purpoſe in this 
Grand part of your Miniſtry, that you have divided the Catechumens into 
ſeveral Forms and Claſſes, lower and higher, agreeable to their Improve- 
ments, and their Years reſpectively. This is the Method of all Schools, in 
order to have their Scholars attain to Humane Learning ; and this would + 
be our Method in training up Youth to a thorough Underſtanding of the 
Chriſtian Doctrine, were we half ſo zealous ro have our Diſciples become 
perfect Chriſtians, as the generality are deſirous to have them accompliſh'd 
Scholars, In this latter Caſe Parents can be contented to have their Chil- 
dren Conn the Elements of Grammar with incredible torture of Mind, 

for feveral Years together, tho' for a · long time with very little or no 
Underſtanding of thoſe Rules, which, Parrot like, they can run over by 
rote. And when with repeated Explications their Minds begin to open, 10 
as to Aer in ſome meaſure the Meaning thereof, yet near a third 
rt of Life is ſpent before any do arrive to a competent meaſure of real 
. And how ſtudious are Maſters and Tutors to excel each o- 
ther in bringing on the Youth whom they have undertaken to Inſtruct, 
through feveral Forms and Claſſes, till they ſhall go out of their Hands 
with the Character of good Scholars > And why now are not the like 
Pains taken by Youth, and the like Methods by rhe Miniſters of Religion, 
to perfect them in the Knowledge of Feſus Chriſt, and Him Crucifyd 2 a 
Knowledge ſo Excellent in it ſelf, that the Great and Learned St. Paul de- 
termined not to know any thing elſe fave that, or in compariſon with it ; for 

in compariſon with that, all beſides was but Loſs with him, Phil. 3. 8. 


It is forely to be feared, that we have much lower Sentiments of theſe 
Matters than we ought, or elſe we ſhould be earneſt, to the utmoſt De- 
grees of Importunity, with all Parents, to put their Children under ſuch a 
Diſcipline as ſhall be neceſſary to acquire the Knowledge of thele, the moſt 
important things. But I beſeech you let this be no matter of Complaint 
againſt you. tirſt poſſeſs your own Minds, and then the Peoples, that 
nothing in the whole World is of ſuch conſequence to them as the Know- 
ledge of Chriſtianity in thoſe its main, its Charatteriſtick, its primo-Eſſential. 
Principles concerning the Nature, and Offices of Feſus Chriſt, his Redemption 
of, and Mediation for us; ſince this we are aſſured is Life Eternal, thus to 
know the only true God, and Jeſus Chriſt whomr he hath ſent, Joh. 17. z. 

And ſince for this the Apoſtle did not ceaſe to pray for his Coloſſians, Col. 1. 
9, to. and that they ſhould be FILLED with the Knowledge of God's Will 
in all Wiſdom and Spiritual Underſtanding. Let them know, that to furniſh 
them with ſuch Knowledge is the very End of your Miniſtry ; That God 
gave ſome Apoſtles, and ſome Prophets, and ſome Evangeliſts, and ſome Paſtors 
and Teachers, for the perſecting of the Saints, for the Work of the Miniſtry, 
for the Edifying of the Body of Chrift ; till they all come in the * of 


. 
1 1 „ 


* 
. 2 > 
—* : " 1 : i 
5 4 * > - 5 . 
d * * 75 
* * — * » * 
— * 
- 
— 


* 
« #* oh 
A 


THE FAITH, AND OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF 
THE $ON OF 60 D, unte « refed Man, unto the Meaſure of the 
Stature of the Fulneſs of Chrift. That hence forth they be no more Children, 


toſſed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of Doctrine, by the ſlight of 


Men, and cunning, Craftineſs, whereby they lie in wait to deceive, Eph. 4. 11 

12, 13, 14. And finally, let them know, that the Way to arrive to a perfeli 
Man, or to a Manly ſenſe of things, and to a full Stature in Chriſtian Knou- 
ledge, is to begin with the Principles of Religion, and then leaving the Prin- 
ciples of the Doctrine of Chriſt, to go on to Perfection, Heb. 6. 1. 


And when you have dons what lies in you to poſſeſs the People Minds 


with the Neceſſity of attaining to a full and perfect Underſtanding of the 


Way of their Salvation; then be ſure, that for your own Parts you ſpare 
no Pains with them, and decline not thoſe Methods, which are moſt pro- 
per to inſtru them accordingly. Begin as with Scholars, in Teaching, or 
Hearing rhem repeat to you'the Church Catechiſm, which cantains the 
Principles of the Doctrine of Chriſt. Proceed next to make them get by 
heart ſome Expoſition of the ſame, which is, to go an towards Perfection 
with them. And leave them not to, themſelves, ll their Judgments ſhall 


be ſo ripen'd, as to be ablein Words of their own, and not merely in Terms, - 


which they have learnt by Rote from others, to giue a Reaſon of the Faith 
that 1 in them. IL x | 


And to this purpoſe range all the Children and Touth of your Pariſhes, 
Juſt as you would Scholars, into ſeveral Forms, agreeable to their ſeyeral 
Improvements, and difference of Age. And this I do the more inſiſt upon, 
becauſe I am fully perſwaded, that nothing does more obſtruct and diſcou- 
rage both Children, and Touth from yielding themſelves up to a thorough 
Ducipline till they become perfect in the Knowledge of Jeſus Chrif?, than 
a mixing the elder Youth with the meereſt Children in the common 
ways of Catechiſing. It Obſtrufts the Childrens Progreſs, ſo as to make 
them think they have attained ſufficiently, when they can barely recite by 
heart the Words of their Catechiſm, that they ſee the grown Toxth of their 
Pariſh call'd out to do no more. And on the other ſide, it Diſcourages 
the Jouth from yielding themſelves to be Catechized, that they are accom- 
panied with Children, which, as they apprehend, is a Diſparagement to 
them. And both ſeeing that there is no progreſſive Motion, no going on 
from Strength to Strenath, from one degree of Knowledge to another, are 
taught to think there is little in it, and utterly to (light Catechiſing. 


But I need not inſiſt, for indeed the Catechetical part is digeſted by you, 
ſo much to my Satisfaction, that if you ſhall Marſhal all the Touth within 
your reſpective Cures into thoſe Three Claſſes, as was done by you in your 
late Viſitation, and ſhall Carechize them accordingly, I ſhall then hope very 
ſoon to ſee the Children and Youth in America, as far exceed many amongſt 
us here, as the Children of the poor Vaudois, which Thuanus ſpeaks of, 
Lib. 27. do thoſe in the Wealthier parts of the Chriſtian World. And the 
Relipiaus Education of Touth being a part of your Duty of ſuch infinite con- 


ſequence, as well to the Planting Chriſtianity with you, as the Reftauration of 
it here now almoſt expiring amongſt us, I conjure you by all that Love 


which the Son of Cod bore to the Sons of Men, when he deſcended from Hea- 
ven to teach and enlighten rhe ignorant and benighted World, and which 
Love he particularly expreſſed to ſuch tender Ones; I conjure you by all this, 
to Feed thoſe Lambs. | wid 


2 
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And that there may be no impoſſibility, incapacity, or any want of Means 
urg d in excuſe for any ones Omiſſion in that part, I have provided you 
with ſuch a quantity of Books adapted to thoſe ſeveral Degrees of Catech 
mens, as will ſupply all the poorer Children, at leaſtwiſe, in your reſpective 
Cures; and will alſo take care of even thoſe of better Condition, ſhould 
their Parents be fo Barbarous as to deny to provide them with neceſſary 
Books, rather than they ſhall want Catechetical Inſtruftion. — 


For this I have found by Experience, even here at home, where any Ex- 
poſitions which may be thought neceſſary, are near at hand in compariſon, 
being to be bought at the next Market Town; yet ſuch is the indifference 
of Mankind to that which is good, that few or none will be at the Pains, 
no more than the Coſt, to ſend for them. But if bought to their Hands, 
and I could wiſh, that ſuch as are of Ability in each Neighbourhood, or 
the Richer Landlords, in reſpect of their Tenants, would furniſh each Pariſh 
with ſuch Catechetical Sets of Books for the Uſe of the Children and Youth 
now growing up; for, I ſay, if fuch Books were either Bought to their Hands) 
or lodg'd with the Pariſh-Clerk, of whom they might purchaſe them at an 


eaſie Rate, the Matter will be brought too home to them, for em eaſily 


to refuſe to comply with the Miniſters Entreaties to give themſelves up to be 


Catechized. Now, the want of Books would be much more a matter of Excuſe 


I know is too much your Cale. 


for both the Children and Youth in your” Parts, where there are neither 
Bookſellers nor Market-Towns; and to take all manner of Excuſe away, and 
to render fo very neceſſary a Work, as Catechetical Iuſtruction, to all the de- 
grees of Eaſineſs, practicable both to the Catechiſt, and the Catechumens, the 
Books themſelves are provided both for you, and them, as is now faid. 


For the Vrſt Claſs, you have the Church Catechiſm, with a Form of Morning 
and Evening Prayer for Children: Alſo, a Grace before and after Neat. Toge- 
ther with ſome ſelect Scriptures, declaring to Children and Servants, their 
Duty to Paſtors, Parents, and Maſters. And of theſe I would have you 
give one to all the Poorer Families, and to Servants Quarters within your 
reſpective Cures, where there are Children; and to recommend it to the 
Wealthier Parents to buy for theirs. And after this, let it be your care 
to have the Children frequently call'd upon to repeat their Catechiſm, and 
recite their Prayers and Scriptures, Let this, I fay, be done, either by your 
ſelves, when you ſhall viſit thoſe Familles, or by others, whom you ſhall in- 
truſt to call them thus to account in your ſtead. And as you cannot think 
of ſuch proper Perſons for this purpoſe, as the Members of the Religious Society 
or ſuperior Claſs of Catechumens within your Pariſhes, whom you will find very 
ſervicable to you in this, and many other good Offices within your Cures: 
So indeed, this part muſt be perform'd chiefly by ſome truſty Deputies, it being 
equally impoſſible, either that ſuch ſmall Children ſhould be brought ſo many 
Miles to Church to be. Catechiz'd, or that you ſhould be continually viſiting = 
them at their Houſes for that purpoſe, for which more than your whole time 
would be inſufficient in ſuch dilated Cures. And it may ſuffice, that you do 
this in Perſon only, when either a Baptiſm, or the Viſitation of the Sick, or a 
Funeral, or any other occaſion ſhall draw you out into any quarter of your 
Pariſhes. Where a competition between the ſeveral Duties of your Paſtoral 
Office is ſuch, that your time will be devoured by any one of them, to the 
Omiſſion of others equally neceſſary, if you ſhould give yoyr ſelves up 
wholly to that, there 1s a neceſſity ſo far to diſpenſe with the Perſonal Exe- 
cution thereof, as to reſerve a ſhare for other parts of your Function: And this 


The 
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4 The Second Claſs of . e have judiciotiſly appointed to con- 
fiſt of Children between Nine and 7hirteen ; not that ybu are to tye up yout 
ſelves ſo nicely between ſucli Perzods, that a Child either under the one, or 


beyond the _ is always to be excluded that Iuſtitution which you judge 


moſt proper for ſuch as are within that Compaſs : But becauſe it is to be ex- 
pected, that as well Chriſtian Children, as thoſe of the Jews, ſhould by that 
time be able to give ſome Account or Næaſon of the faith that is in them. And 
it is of the greateſt uſe to fix deſigns to certain Periodi, which will cauſe fuch 
Expectations, that (generally ſpeaking) things will anſwer within thoſe terms, 
And as you have Reſolved, with reſpect to this Rank of Caterbhumens, to have 
them Learn by heart ſome Expoſition with Scripture Proofs, fo I have accor- 
dingly ſent you a ſufficient number of that Kind. , 


This Book is divided EE Parts, and ſubdivided into Fifty Two Leſſons, 
one for every Sunday in the Tear; in which are explained the peculiar Terms in 
Divinity; and in which are given the Elements of Chriſtian Knowledge, both in 
the general Doctrine, and particular Articles of the Covenant of Grace. And it 
is in this manner, I think, that your Catechiſm ought to be Expotinded to 
young Children. For firſt, as to the tertns in Divinity, 7heology as well as 
all other Sciences, has ſome peculiar Expreſſions, which till underſtood, render 
any Diſcourſe on Subjects of that Nature utterly unintelligible to either Hearers 
or Readers; and therefore the pecuhar acceptations of ſuch words, ſo often 
occurring in our Diſcourſes of Religion, muſt be firſt Explain'd to the Youth, 


as we would have them be ever Edify'd from the Desk, or from the Pulpit. 


And ſuch Expoſitions ought allo to be fo contrived, as to give the Catechamens 
a view of the Nature, Terms, and Conditions of their Covenant with God 

for Chriſtianity is no other than fuch a Covenant. And the whole Texture of 
our Church Catechiſm is, according to the Analytical and beſt Method, both 
a general and particular Inſtruction in that matter. wth 


The Third Claſs of Catechumens, you would have to conſiſt of Touth grown 
up to ſome Years, and theſe you are for treating with in a manner ſomething 
more Manly than the meer Children of Thirteen. You would not oblige 
them to get an Expoſition by heart, but would recommend to them' ſome 
proper Book to Read; but yet to tead fo attentively, arid with ſuch applica- 
tion of Mind, as to be fo much Maſters of its Senſe, that in Conference and 
Diſcourfe with you upon thoſe Subjects, they might be able to ge you Rea- 
ſon to conclude they underſtood what they have Read. And indeed, hereby 
you will both lead them to Exercife their own Judgments, a thing of ſingular 
uſe to them, and will alſo Treat them in ſuch a manner (tho'ir te in effect 
{till but Catechiſing) as none will think themſelves above. "ci 


And it is more-over very e Reſolved by you, to adviſe them more 
particularly to read fuch a Book or Books, as ſhall more fully inſtruct them 
in the Nature, Terms, and Conditions of the Covenant of Grace. To under- 
{ſtand and comprehend which throughly, is to know the whole Tenor of 
Chriſtianity, and which, except it be conceived under ſuch a Scheme, cannot 
(in my opinion) be ſo rightly and clearly apprehended. ' Beſides, theſe your 
Catechetical Conferences with them are primarily deſign d to prepare them 
with proper Kathy þ that if Adult, and not yet Baptized (of which there 
are ſo many inthe Plantations) they may be liſted to God in Baptiſm; or if 


% 


they have been already Baptized, that they may ratiſie their Bapriſmal Cove- 

nant with God in the Lord's Supper. And therefore ſome more enlarged 

Diſcourſe upon the Nature, Terms, and Conditions of their Covenant with 
| abs 9 So 
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God, ſuch as ſhall farther explain, what through ſhortneſs might be leſt 
obſcure in the former, muſt, I humbly conceive, be the moſt proper Book 
which at firſt you can recommend to them: · And then other Diſcourſes 
on Faith, or a good Life, ſuch as you will find in the Layman s Library, u hen 
that former. is fully imbib'd, may with greater advantage be propos'd after- 
wards. Well, I think it my Duty to furniſh here alſo, ſuch of your Diſciples, 
at leaſt, as cannot provide themſelves ; and therefore give you Commiſſion = 
to take of Mr. Jones at e as many of the Short Diſcourſes upon the 
Baptiſmal Covenant, as you ſhall want for the poorer Youth, both Children 
and Servants. | 


And I order one Volume of the Catechetick.LeFures at large for the uſe 
of your ſelves, as well as them, in each Claſs reſpectively. The ſhort Diſ- 
courſes are to be Read by them, and an Account thereof rendered to you: 
After which, a Lecture at large may be Read to them by your ſelves, as a 
more full Explanation of that whole matter than the former. 


Bur why 2 you will fay, the Doctrine of the Covenant ſo often Repeated? 
That according to this, through all rhe Degrees of Catechumens, there is no 
other difference in their Inſtitution, than the very fame things Taught, firſt 
in a ſhort, and then afterwards with a more enlarg'd and copious Explana- 
tion. To which I anſwer, that truly I ſhall defire my Plantation Diſciples 
may never underſtand the Doctrine of Chriſtianity otherwiſe, than as a Cove- 
nant of Grace. And then as for their being Inſtructed in the fame things 
firſt more generally, and afterwards more expreſs and diſtinctly. This is 
like drawing at firſt the outward lines of a Picture, and filling it up after- 
wards with all the particular Lineaments and Features. And the like Method 
will, I hope, make here as compleat a Mind within, as the other an outward 
Viſage. And it will indeed, in my apprehenſion, improve the Mind in Di- 
vine Knowledge, with an exact proportion to the growth of the natural 
Underſtanding ; to have, as the Expoſition explain the Catechiſm, fo the 
ſhort Diſcourſe on the Baptiſmal Covenant, the Expoſition, and the Courſe of 
Lectures explicate both. And I humbly conceive ſeveral diſtin Expoſitions 
in a quite different Scheme, would rather confound than clear their appre- 
henſions of Divine Truths ; juſt as we obſerve in Schools, the often ſhifting 
of Boys from one School to another ſeldom makes any great Proficiency ; 
whilſt in keeping the Child to one, though a worſe, he ſhall make ſome 
tolerable advance in Learning. The reaſon is, every new Method does little 
more than Eraſe out of the Mind what was Impreſt in the foregoing, but a 
gradual Progreſs from one Degree of Knowledge to another, according to any 
one Series, will create a full and clear apprehenſion of things. So that, if 
as I have elſewhere ſaid, you ſhall your ſelves deliver to the Catechumens an 
Expoſition more expatiated and large on the Point on which they have been 
Reading before, but to the very ſame purpoſe, only more copiouſly explain- 
ing the Doctrine, this will let yet a clearer Light into their underſtanding of 
theſe Divine Truths, And by this way of giving them Line upon Line, and 
Precept upon Precept, they will at length arrive to a full comprehenſion of 
that which is indeed the whole Doctrine of Salvation, the Covenant of Grace. 


But the greateſt difficulty will be to bring the Touth to meet you to theſe 
Purpoſes, which is ſo much their greateſt Good, that nothing in the World 
is of that Conſequence to them. And therefore, becauſe that Touth, when 
once they advance towards the State of Manhood, will ſoon outgrow your 
Zuition, it is neceſſary that you begin with them firſt. | 

LY TW FY Ard 


ou 


I t Circular Letten. 1 


- And, I beſeech you, with all Expedition, to form out of ſuch amongſt. 
them in your Pariſhes reſpectively, as are grown up to Vears of Diſcre- 
tion, a Claſt or Society of Catechumens, whom I would have you to InſtruR,, 
and Direct, according to the Methods which you will find I have laid down, 


at large in the Preface to my Diſcourſe on the Baptiſmal Covenant, the Book 

they are to Read, Digeſt, and give you an Account of, to which I refer you. 
I call theſe your Young Diſciples, indifferently, a Religious Society, or a 
Claſs of Catechumens. But ſince too many have ſuch groundleſs Prejudices, 
(a9 it is indeed an amazing thing to conſider, how far tome pitiful Prejudices 

„in many Caſes, pervert, the Minds of many wiſe and good Men from 
approving, or countenancing the. beſt Deſigns) I ſay, ſince many are 
prejudiced againſt the word Societies, add thereto the word Catechetical, being 
the Ancient Term of the Church of Chriſt, to ſignifie the Meetings of theſe 
your Diſciples, and I know not then how any can except againſt them; for 
I am ſure no good Man can gain- ſay, or oppoſe the Thing. For, lt 


FIRST, It is moſt indiſpenſably JAE Doty, to call Young People to- 
gether, and to give them proper and ſuitable I | 

Years being the very Critical time of engaging them firmly to God; for 
if left to themſelves at that Age, it is very great odds, but their natural Pro- 
penſity to Evil, which is then in the Highth, and the Allurements of bad 
Company, which are then moſt Engaging, will firſt enter them, and after- 
wards bind them cloſe in the Service of the Devil, the World, and the Fleſh. 
And let any of you, as you are the Miniſters of Chriſt, and will anſwer 
it at the dreadful Tribunal, take heed how you let them alone then to 
themſelves to become the Slaves of Satan. 


SECONDLY, It is highly expedient, that you ſhould, for their better 
Conduct, put them under ſome prudential Rules. And I do recommend 
to you, for that purpoſe, thoſe which you will find in the Short View of the 
Religious Societies in and about London, herewith ſent you, wherein you will 
ſee, that thoſe here in Exg/and have form'd to themſelves ſuch Rules as de- 
ſerve our higheſt Approbation: And, with ſome little Alterations, agree- 
able to the Circumſtances of your parts, you may regulate the matter with 
reference to the Catechetical Societies (for ſuch the Religious Societies ought 
all to be, more eſpecially ) with you-in the Plantations. e 


7HIRDLYT, I do aſſert, That every Parochial Miniſter ought to be 


often preſent with them at their Meetings, to Inſtruct, and to direct them 
what they are to read; to examine them, in order to know their Improve- 
ments, to take care they do not warp.toward Error or Schiſm, and to pre- 
vent Seducers from coming amongſt them. Rt ot 


The Danger of the two latter, I know.is all that thoſe who are the moſt 


prejudic'd, have to ſuggeſt againſt ſuch Societies of Touth. But whoſe fault 


is it, if their Clergy. come not near them, tho it ſhould be ſo, that they 
either warp of themſelves, or are ſeduc'd by others of a contrary perſwaſion: 


Nay, why then, with greater Reaſon, ſhould not every, Parochial 


Miniſter be always preſent with, and preſide at their Religious Conferences: 
This, My Reverend Brethren, I do , conjure, you to do; and as I lay my 


Heart upon no one thing, ſo much, as your forming theſe, Catechetical. So- 
cieties within your reſpective Cures, as the only means to train up a. better 
Generation, than the wretched one now in bs ; ſo having found the Fe 
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ſtructions, their Youthful 
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9 Te firft Cirralar Litter, 
of your Pariſhes to be vaſtly too large to have all ſuch Youth meet you t 
one Place, whether at the Church, or elſewhere, I 1 18 to quarter out 
your larger Pariſhes into as many Diſtricts as you' ſhall find neceſfary ſor 
their convenient Meeting together, and to appoint fo many ſeveral-Days and 
Places for em to meet you (every Sunday in the Afternoon at Church, 
being always one of your Days and Places ;.) and this, if you ſhalf do, tho 
I have ſeem'd in the following Catalogue to provide only Books for one, or 
two Claſſes in each of your Pariſhes, yet you ſhalt not want the ke Num- 
ber of Books for as many Carechetical Societies as you ſhall be able to raife. 
And the Good God, to the Terror of Satan, and all his Adherents, ſucceed 
you in theſe your Labours, and Endeavours. ae) - ans wie 


To Second you in which, I have ſent you a Paftoral Letter, perſwa- 
ding Touth both to an early Entertainment of Religion; and, in order to that, 
to put themſelves under the Conduct of their reſpeftrve Miniſters. And as 1 
would have you to give theſe Letters into. the Hands of the moſt ſerious 
Youth in your Pariſhes ; and ſuch as are likelieſt to be inflaenc'd by them, 
in order to form them into fuch a Clafs or Society of Catechamens ; ſo I be- 
ſeech you to apply to them to this purpoſe by theſe Letters, with all poſſible 
Expedition, leaſt that any one of theſe poor Souls, for want of your ſecuring 
him to God betimes, be pre-engaged to the Powers of Darkneſs. 


And becauſe I am abſolutely of your Opinion, that could you procure ſome 
Skilful Perſon in the Country, to teach your Catechumens to ſing the Pfalms 
Artificially, as ſet to the moſt approved Tunes (and Mr. N.. and 
Mr. 7._—P. being both skilful in Church-Muſick, will ſoon train up one 
or two Maſters for the purpoſe ) the Entertainments of Fſalmody, eſpecially 
according to the Latter Verſions, would wonderfully invite the Young People 
both to enter into a Carechetical Society, and would charm them into a con- 
ſtant attendance on it : I would therefore have you make it part of your 
Buſineſs at thoſe Meetings of the Youth, to have them firſt taught to Sing 
by Note, and then afterwards, I would have 9 65 both open, and cloſe up 
your Catechetical Conferences with a Pſalm. is is, with St. Paul, to Catch 
them by Guile; and I am ſure will be an innocent and unſinful pious Fraud. 
And as for the Pfalms themfelves, you have a ſufficient Delectus for your 
purpoſe to begin with, at the End of the Baptiſmal Covenant. And I will 
take care to ſend you a more compleat Collection afterwards. | 


And now, when you have gain'd a Sorzety of the beſt diſpos d Toxth in 
your Pariſhes, when you have broughr them to a love and liking of, and to 
take a ſenſible delight and pleafure in rhe Religious Exerciſes with which 
you entertain them: Nay, and when you have brought them thus to a 
willing Dependance upon you, ſo as to give themſelves up chearfully to your 
3 in all things; what a Bleſſed Opportunity is put into your hands 

giving them to underſtand the Night Tſe, the Neaſon, the Excellency of 
all the Parts and Devot ions in their Common-prayers, than which I know not 
any inſtance of Miniſterial Inſtructiun of more conſequence to rhe Glory of 
God, more befirting your Function, and more wanted at this day amongſt 
He COL OE. c ee aa end 6. seas dete e Ae 

1 fay, of ſuch conſequence to the Glory of God ; For why: Of all the parts 
of Religion, as I have elſewhere obferv'd, there is none does ſo immediately 


and dirsctiy point towards God, as pablick Worſhip, and in the due perfor- 
mance of which, the 


Glory of God'is fo much concern d. This is that 
Homage 


Homage the Creature pays to the Creator; and when it is Solemnly and aw- 
fully done, God is:glority d ãn the Eyes of Men; than which, what can be 
more reaſonable and neceſſary: And when it is Alightly or irreverently 


paid, God is publickly to the World, and in his own. Preſence affronted; 


than which what can be more provoking to his Divine Majeſty 2 And to take 
care that God is duly and decently Worſhip'd, is your peculiar Province, 
and a matter too which does infinitely concern Perſons of your Function. It is 
you that prefide in Religious Aſſemblies, and the good Conduct of that affair 
is wholly under you. It is you alone can Reprove there the diſorderly and 
Indevout; and as you will approve your Selves for your Zeal in your 
great Maſters Service, you will by no means endure there any Irregularity 
and Levity, but will moſt diligently inſtruct all your People ſo to demean 
themſelves both in Body and Mind, as becomes ſuch mean Creatures in the 
Preſence of fo: wate ‚⏑ ;,... "7K 

And yet, what is there wherein the generality of the Common-People 
do want Inſtruction more than in this very Caſe of paying their Worſhip 
to him with a due Solemnity, Reverence, and Devotion? It is really enough 
to diſturb the Spirits of any ſerious Chriſtian, to obſerve with what indif- 
ferency, carelefineſs, unconcernednefs, ſo as to betray the no manner of De- 
votion in the Heart, the generality do demean themſelves in the moſt So- 
lemn parts of God's Service. But this great Evil, ſo much the Scandal and 
Offence of Pious Minds, (and I wiſh I could not fay of the Reformation) as it 
does in a great Meaſure proceed from Ignorance in the Nature, and Reaſon 
of the Offices ; fo it would ſoon be Removed, were there but Twenty in each 
Congregation of the beſt diſpoſed Touth, well Inſtructed in their Common- 
Prayer, and directed how to make their Reſponſes with a Grave, Solemn 
Tone, proceeding from a Devout and Pious heart. Example does as much 
influence in this, as in any other Caſe; and a well regulated Service appears 
ſo Venerable and Becoming, that the whole Congregation will inſenſibly ſlide 
into the Immitation of thoſe who render -it ſuch. Now, that you ſhould 
take the opportunity, when you ſhall have gain d a Catechetical Society of 
Toath to meet you in order to Receive your Spiritual Council and Advice, 
more particularly to inſtruct them well in the Uſe and Reaſon of the Litmrgy, 
is what I have formerly urged in the Preface to my Diſcourſe on the Baptiſmal 
Covenant, And that I reiterate the ſame Advice here, is becauſe I think it 
a point of the greateſt Importance to the Glory of God, and the Service of 
Men's Souls, that we Worthip him aright. And that you may have no ob- 
ſtruction in the Regulation of this Matter, for want of Books, I have ſent 
Common-prayers for you to Lend to the poorer Touth. And that they 
may be duly directed in fo material a part, I have ſent you to Lend alſo 
to the Catechumens that moſt Approved Rationale on our Service, Dr. Beve- 
ridze's Sermon on the Tſe and Excellency of the Common-prayer. 


The laſt Reſolution you have taken under this Head of Catechiſing, was, that 


ſo ſoon as you ſhall have duly prepared ſome of the Superior Claſs of Cate- 
chumens for the Holy Sacrament, ſo as not to fail of a ſufficient number of 
Communitants, you would thence forwards have Monthly Sacraments in your 
reſpective Churches. And without doubt, the Miniſter who ſhall be able 


to form out of the Jouth of his Pariſh, ſuch a Society, as we are now ſpeak- 
ing of, need never want Company at a Monthly, or more frequent Sacraments. 
When therefore you ſhall have train d up a conſiderable number of the Touth 


and in whatever elſe pertains to that Covenant, which in that 


rene FrT good pitch of knowledge in the Nature, Terms, 
| Conditions | 
Ordinance 
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10 be firſt Circular Letter. 
Ordinance they are to ratiſie and renew with God ; and ſhall withall have 
Seaſon d them by your Religious Diſcourſes with em, and Pious Direction: 
given them, with ſuch Vertues and Graces, as muſt qualifie them to be wor- 
thy Communicants ; immediately upon that, I beſeech you to appoint your 
Monthly Sacraments, and to make it your ſpecial care to have all the Cate- 
chamens of the Superior Claſs, conſtantly, as well as worthily to partake in 
that Holy Ordinance. | OY N _F | 


Hereby your Youth will be happily pre- engaged in the Service of God. bs 


And from them, you will be always ſure to have Gueſts at the Lord's-Table, 


And if you can inſtru& and prepare ſome of the poorer Negroes ſo far, as 


that they may joyn in Communion with you at the Supper of our Lord, (as 


our Brother Mr. C------ch has ſo worthily done) methinks the Diverſity of 
Complections will add a Beauty to the Spiritual Entertainment: And it 


may 4 5 our very Hearts to behold Minds ſo enlighten d, in Bodies 
o Dark. 8 | 
Our Bleſſed Saviour gave it as a Sign of the Meſfas's being come amongſt 
the Jews, That the Poor had the Goſpel Preached unto them. And ſure our 
Americans may have Reaſon then to look upon your Miſſion as from God, 
when they ſhall behold you Labouring to improve the Minds of the meaneſt 
of them with the precious Truths of Religion. . | 


The remaining part of your YVi/tation Acts relates to Preaching, to 2 
vate Application, and to ſuch Methods of Diſcipline, as are moſt neceſſary 
to be maintained among your ſelves. 


And I ſhall, at my firſt Leiſure, reflect likewiſe upon thoſe Parts ſucceſ- 
tively, in the fame manner as here. | fay, in the ſame manner as here; for 
I ſhall not offer to /ay heavy Burthens upon you, and not touch them with one 


of My Fingers, but as with Relation to the Catechizing of all the degrees 


of Youth, Care ſhall be taken to furniſh you with Cazechiſms and Expoſi- 
tions for them; ſo with reference to the two remaining Parts, I all in- 
duſtriouſly endeavour to provide you with ſuch neceſſary helps, as I can 
poſſibly procure, that ſo there may be no want of means to any of you 
to Execute the moſt difficult of all your Reſolutions, and nothing to urge 
in Excuſe as to the impracticableneſs of any one of thoſe Particulars, you 
have ſo well, ſo much becoming your Function, Reſolved upon; For this 
You may aſſure your ſelves, that 1 am in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


Reverend Sirs, 


London, March : 
the 1h, 1700. Your moſt Aſffectionate Brother, 


and Faithf ul Fellow-Labourer, | 


bee Thomas Bray. 


To be Obſerved in the bes rn: 
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II. For the Second Claſs of Catechumens, 


An Expoſition of the Church Catechiſm, with Scripture Proofs, fitted for the 
ſecond Claſs of Catechumens in the Plantations: Divided into four Parts; 
aud ſubdivided into 5 Ck Wee one for every Sunday in the ch ar : In which 
are explain'd the rms in Mivinity; ich are given the 
Elements of Cheilan . Knowledge, p ine G ern ©, and parti- 
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III. For the Third Cußs; or tha oo : 


Catechumens, to be. fitted for the Bleſſed 
Sacrament; either of Baptiſm , if Ault ; 


orthe Lord's-Supper, if formerly Bapfiz d 


Preparative to the Forming, and Engaging of which Catechetical Society, 


1. A Paſtoral Letter from a Miniſter, addreſs d to the Young Perſons ef 
his P 41 them the Nectflity and Adv of an early Religion 
in order to perſwade L's outh of each P in the Meg to ent 
into Religious Societi Catechumens, der the Their 
* Miniſters. — — 20 

Theſe : to be put into PT; Hands of the moſt i ſerious Tour ; in a Pariſh, 


in _ to form them into ſuch a Claſs, or Catechetical Society. 


And to which is aged, the bet bent to 0 engage them to mect at ſuch 
Catechetical Conferences, as we Yomote fo Heavenly a part 


p of Divine Worſhip, as Plalmody in it ſelf _ is, 


Ry Oolleckion of proper Pſalms out of the late Fer s, with Feſtival and 
Sacramentdl Hymns, ſufficient to be Sung in Families, S ob and Churkhes. 


And Set to the moſt approv d Tunes = are in uſe. - — 20 
Theſe zo be ſung both at the beginning ani end of the Conference . 


And then for the proper in ſtruction of theſe Perſons, 
3. 4 Short Diſcourſe on the Doctrine of 6 our Baptifmal Covenant, proper to be 


read by all Young Perſons, in order to their underſtanding the ha 


Frame and Tenor of the Chriſtian Religion; and to their bens duly 
ared for Confirmation ; with Devotions is Preparatory to that apoſtgick — 
ſeful Ordinance. — —— 20 

4. A Courſe of 2 upon the Church. Catechiſm. Theſe to be Read by 
ſome one at the Catechetical Conference, more fully to Explain the Whole 

Matter before Read, or Diſcourſt-upon. —— — —10 

5 Common Prayers. eee en 


6. Pr. Beveridge 5 Sermon on the Ofe and Excellency of the common Prayer. 20 


-_ 


. to be Lent 10 the Vuth in the ; ſuper jour Claſs of C Carechumens, , during che i Ws 
ſhall attend upon their Caterherical Conferences, That they may Be then — 1 


pid ow; 4 hep Miniſters reſpectivehy, in the Uſe of the Comman-Prayer z purſuant 
what has d in that Matter, in the Preface to the Diſcourſe on N 


mal 2. and has been here again urg 41 in this Letter. 
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To the Clergy of Mary-TLand, relating to ile great 
Duty of Preaching, more eſpeciallytotbe ſupplying 
 - the Deficiency thereof, during the preſpent pancityof 
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Reverend- Brethren, Fanz, t 29,3482) 21 Zitelt! . , . 4 7 } 
AI EE LNG that the Affairs which 1 am here agitating for the 
Church of Mary-Land, and your ſelves now Labòuring in 
its Miniſtry, are likely to retard my Return amongſt you ; 
— for ſome time, I thought it requiſite, to the more effettual — » 
Execution of thoſe good Reſolutions made by you at my late Viſitation, 
to Depute certain Petſons oi Experience amongſt you, to call you 
togethenat the a nted times, to viſit Parochially your ſelves, | 5 
your Libraries, and your Churches, and to Commmicate to you, 
from time to time, ſuch Inſtructions as by virtue of my Lord of 
Londons Commiſſion to: my ſelf, or from his more particular Com- 
mands, I ſpall ſee Reaſon to tranſniit unto you; and I deſire you 
will pay that Deference and Reſpect to them, as I might expect to 
my r ——— you; for this you may take as a 
certain Rule, that according to the due value you fhall modeſtly an 
diſereetly put upon your own Function, others will eſteem it; and if 
you would have 0 one deſpiſe you, you your ſelves muſt Revere 
ſuch of your Order as are in any degree placed over you. 
I am fiſti to acquaint you, that the Acts and Proceedings of our 
late Viſſtation were well approv d of by our Right Reverend Dio- 
ceſan, and other our Superiors here; and being they contain thoſe 
Rules which ate to be the Meaſures of your future Conduct through 
all the parts of your Miniſtry, L have Printed them, and ſent each 
of youia Copy, that yqu might have always before your Eyes 
that wWhieh you are to: put into daily Practice. KWA 
I. And as the firſt Reſolutions did refer to Catechizing, ſo have not 
only;ranſminted; gegctheg ana tha ers Omen IA ION. 
my Crcular Letter apon that Subject; but, as well to enable yon to ut 
every thing, then reſolv'd upon, with reſpect to the three bor of 


Cateebumrens;: iijto Practice as to enforce, by Jan, arneſt Txhorra- 
tion, yout Diligeneę in that matter,, L;have: ſent, you a, ſaligicat 
Number Of Cetecpiſint and Expoſitions for all thoſe, Ranks and De: 
grees of Childrenang2Yauthc} And;Ldo here; Ręitgrate Entra 
tie to you, that you would exert your Labours in this ragt 

| | ion 


E | Inſtru 


your Miniſtry, bat w 


follows. - 
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Inſtructing the Youth, as that which is not only 2 prime part of 
hat you are moſt likely to find your Accounts 
from - 'and your Pazns thereby anſwered with Succeſs- 18. — 2 
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I. The next Head of Reſolutions then taken, related to a Regular 
Scheme of Preaching ; and for the more full Direction in this, I would 
now have tranſmitted to you my VAN CHARGE wherein was 
given a Seriesot Doctrin, according to which, I think, you will moſt fully 
and clearly inform your Auditors in all things neceſſary to Salva- 
tion. But the other Services for your Church, wherein I have geen en- 
tirely taken up ever ſinee I return d for England, has made it impoſſible 
for me as yet, to ſet in due order to be Printed, what I then deliver d 
to you. Beſides, it being my fixt Reſolution to require nothing from you 
without providing you with the means of performing it ; I think it 
not amiſs to ſuſpend that part. till ſuch time as I ſhall ſend you a further 
Supply to your Libraries; fo that you may be able to find, wWher you 
go , to Compoſe your Sermons, the t of the Learned, in 
the beſt Books upon each of thoſe Heads of Inſtruction which I have 
recommended to you. And that you may be the more feeur'd 
from any Deficiency of neceſſary and uſeful Books, by having in 
view, where the want may lie of a Tract upon any important Head, 
all the Libraries themſelves ſhall be Schematiz d; and ſuch Books as 
are thought moſt proper, are defign'd every-where to be ſubjoyn'd 
to the Subject Matter. \ D 


WELL; but tho I am not here to ſpeak to the great Duty of 
PREACHING, and the Provifion 1 am Labouring' to make 
for the better performance thereof; yet there is ſomething Ap 
nant, and Supplemental thereunto, concerning which I all give 


4 


you both my m and — * namely, The Diſpoſne and 


Diſperſing ot good Books amongſt the People. This, indeed, is in all 
places needful; but efpecially with you in the Plantations, ſome- 
thing of this kind is more peculiarly neceſſary, where I have found 
the Cures ſo vaſtly wide, (ſome 30, ſome 40, ſome 30, and even the 
leaſt 20 miles in length) that the far greateſt part of the Heads of 
Families, I am ſure, are ſeldom able to come to Church; and the 
Poor, who have not Horſes, as alſo the Children and Servants 
{carcely ever. The Caſe, I muſt own it to you, has very much af. 


fected me. And to provide for the Defects of publick luſtruction, 


occaſion d by ſuch a Diſtance, is what, I muſt tell you, has taken up 
ſo much of my Thoughts, and no leſs of my Labour and Expence, 
that J am, at this time, almoſt exhauſted thereby both of Spirits aud 
in Purſe. However, I am infinitely ſatisfied with the Work itſelf; 
and that you may tender the Deſign with greater regard tothe g 
it would ſerve, I will preſume to call this of a Lending Lapman 
Library, for the uſe of ſueh as live moſt remote from Church, my 
dating” c 2 19797 2:05 NOUN! 1117/11 eres BAN. I 
Take the whole Scheme ef my Thoughts upon 
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I. In Cures ſo exceedingly wide, I conſider it will be almoſt equal- 


ly impoſlible for a Miniſter to viſit perſonally all his People; te 
carry thereby Inſtruction to them, as 'twould be for every one of his 
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Second Circulur Leiter. 
I. I do therefore conclude it equally nęceſſary, to have in each 
'Pariſh;'a Colledtion-f-plainpraical Books, for the uſe of the, Lai- 
_ ty, as larger Librafies for the Service of the Clergy, that the Defects 
E e erer 


III. It would be an endleſs undertaking, and far d the com- 

paſs of what Charities can reaſonably be exy „to futniſh all 

particular Perſons with ſuck Books. | 1:4; * ho 4, 
2 | 


IV. Asthis may be ſufficiently done ins much che 


Way, uiz. 


by the Miniſters Lending Books amongſt them; fo it will, as well, 


if not better, anſwer the end, than out - right bedowing of them; 
it being commonly obſerv'd, that a Book which is Lent; is more 
— over, and bettet digeſted, than Books of their on: 

e Jptedily, becauſe. they know they muſt return the Book, and 
upon that ſhall receive another: And it will be more cer 


and better 4zgeſted, becauſe, in this caſe, they will expect, upon tha 
Miniſter's calling in of the Book, to be asked to give ſome accoum 
of what they have read in it. 111 I 10 non ua, n 11 


101 | YE We GIL £13517 Da. L FEES, N 21171 Wes 
V. By the help of ſuch a Laymar's Library, well diſposd, every 
Miniſter may, not only with eaſe, convey Inſtruction to e 


vidual Perſon in his Pariſh, but that alſo regularly, in a due Scheme 
and Method, according as Chriſtianity and all its parts do moſt na- 
turally co-here together, co the clearing their minds of Confuſion 


in what they underſtand of Religion. 


- 


VI. It is notoriouſly known, that multitudes of common people 
are extreamly poiſon d with very -pernicious Errors by the Anti- 
naomi am Books, which are moſt frequently to be found amongſt them. 
And the Heterodoxes, more eſpecially of Qwakeriſm, Popery and: Schiſar, 
are vety much occaſioned by the want of Reading, and ot Intormation 
in the Nature and Tendency of ſuch; Doctrines and Opinions; lo 
that the diſperſing ſome of the beſt and plaineſt T racts, as well of 
thoſe practical Diſcourſes, which give juſt Accounts of the Nature, 
Terms and:Conditions of the Covenant of Grace ; and thoſe too both 


ſingular means in the hands of the Clergy, to reach out on occaſion to 
their People, to keep them right in the way of Salvation, without 
deviating on either ſide into the By-paths of Herefie and Schiſme,. | 


VII. By thus Lending of Books, according to the neceſſities of the 
People, you will be alſo brought under a conſtraint to ſtudy, and to 
know your Charge very throughly, according to their ſeveral Wants; 
which Knowledge of your People, I humbly conceive to be of the 
greateſt Conſequence to a thorough Diſcharge of all the parts of the 
Paſtoral Cre. And for this Reaſon it is, that Edo much inſiſt upon 
ur Ming” up the Tabule Paroohiatinm n 28 
I have directed you. Ii is therefore, that abe HH ian  wontd- Eon 
the Habits and Diſftempers of hir Patient, that be may with the greater 
Skill apply to him proper Phyjich. 5 


LOUIS. beinahe 100.1 4 | GT a 


X y +4 
GS , s 8 
* 1 * 1 ? * * w » ; 
noc bike VIIL 5 
Wow a + 20 + ? — 1 . * ry Ss 
: Y . 
* 20 1 4 * 
£ * 1 i ; 1 ; 7 
* — 1 , 1 : 
AG \ * „4 \ 0 w _ . 


5 3 


Galle read, 


ery indi- 


the general Doctrine, and particular Articles af the ſameʒ as the plain- 
pieces hich have been written in Controverſial Divinity, will be a. 
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„„ -  A:Second\Gireular (Letter, 
VIII. By thus Lending out, and Calling in of Books, you of the Cletky, 

hen at any time you ſhall u your People, will be natural 

led. into ſuch Enquiries concerning their Spiritual improvements, ane 

into ſuch a ſerious Convetſation with them, as will moſt become Per- 

ſons of your Function to be found in, and will moſt effectually main- 

tain yout Character with them. Thus mutually, and reciprocally will 

this Deſign Operate both upon Clergy and Laity, to the greateſt good 

of both. Beſides, ; 3 RGOt 1 GNP uche 3 61189 id 


IX. A Benefactioh of Books thus given, will not terminate with 
the particular Perſons on whom they are-beſtow'd, but will be 
perpetuated to future Generations, to the better husbanding the 
Charity : of thoſe ious Perſons, to whole Love to the Souls of 

Men, they are wing. And in order to the better | preſervation 
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8 of the Books, each of theſe Laymer's Lilraries are ſent vou 
in a ſtrong Baol:preſe, to be kept in the Veſtry Room, and de d 


in Truſt with the {Miniſter for the time being, and his Feftrymen, 
who, every Lord's. Day, will be able to inform you reſpectively Where, 
and with what perſon of your Pariſh, either of theſe Books are moiſt 
wanting, and will hand them from you to ſuch Perſons. But of the 
f Excelleds Aſſiſtance which may accrue to you, and the Bleſſed Ends 
| you would ſerve; by good Veſtries, more hereafter. 


X. By the means of theſe Lending Libraries, for the Uſe: aud In- 
ſtruction. of the Laity, the deplorable wagt of Clergy in the Planta - 
tions, will be, in ſome meaſure, ſupply'd ; till ſuch time as God; in his 
Goodneſs, ſhall enable thoſe concern d, to make a competent Pro- 
viſion in the ordinary way, for the Propagating of the OGoſpel in thoſe 
dry and parch d Corners of the Earth, by eſtabliſhing a Maintenance, 
and ſending in Clergy enough into the Plantations, ſo that their 
Cures, may, for Extent, be within ſome reaſonable Compaſs. 
b Upon the foregoing Conſiderations, I am fully perſwaded, that no 
17 Charity can be better fuited to the preſent State of the Colonies a- 
1 | broad, nor with better huſbandry laid out for them, than à Provi- 
ſion of good Books, and a Lending of them amongſt the People in 
the manner aforeſaid ; and therefore have, with the utmoſt Appli- 
cation, and, I bleſs God, with au anſwerable Succeſs, Labour d to pro- 
vide you of the following Laymer's Libraries, to have each of Jou, 
one in your Cuſtody, to 3 and diſtribute amongſt the People 
8 harge ; more [eſpecially for you to hand out 
0 thereby Inſtruction to thoſe who live at too grear a diſtance from 
their Churches, to be able conſtantly to attend the publick Miniſtration. 


commited to your C 


| And may the Good God ſo bleſs theſe means in the hands of every 
h one of you, as thereby to enable you to turn many to Righteonſneſ3:;; And 
; to invigorate you in all the wiſeſt Methods; of Inſtructing and En- 
4 lightning the Souls of Men; Let thoſe words of the. Prephet be al- 
ö ways ſounding in your Ears, They that be wiſe, or diligent Teachers, 
ſt ſhall Hine at the brightieſs of the Firmament; and they that turn many to 


Righteoniſoieſs , at the. dur for euer \ard. eveke\;And/that you. may Ap- | 
your ſebves ſudh y ſh ill be. the hearty Praver f 


prove: 
1 , 
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a | And Affectionate Brother, 
Thomas Bray. 
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And, Thirdly, To recover to the Truth, and the 
_ Unity of the Church, ſuch. ar haue gone aftra in- 

to Here ſy and Schiſm. To be keph in ihe Veſt- 
ry of each Pariſh in the Plantations.;\ and 10 be 
Lent out, and 000 d in, except a fem 10 he given 


3 thereof. 107 1 F 1 nne. | is 


, 3751 * 


9 EP 3 10 5 4 


a pa W 


L 17 R Inſtruction in val 2 8 nece 
to Salvation RY 


ICY: ib 
| and No 7 1 1 
Fi, The Holy "MENG lla. A 
Bibles. : 10 


A 5604 IC lt 


Secondly, P reparative Exbortations to awaken perſon 4 FR 3 


1 ſciencies, to haue regard to elt, and ”y Sal. 


vation of their own Souls. 42 XD e e 


Paſtoral Letters from a Miniſter to ls SA Ba : 3 an 


earneſt Exhortation to them to take care of their Souls, 3 
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_ Thirdly. For 4 e Inſtruclion in the who Body 7 


kriſia Done. 


v *Catechetical/Leftures on the Covenant of Grace: Being a Body of Divi. 
nity, proper to be read in Families on the Lord's Day inflend of Ser. 
mons; more eh: in I Plantets Houſes at a great diſtance from 
Church. 2 
en 8 i PTA AMA WE Þ 

| Folrthly, Tr the more e particular ſti in the C ondition 


of the Covenant. 


„ ene, Irs Chit ang 


r- principal Dbjec 


* Kertlewel''s Chriftiah Believer, 8vo. N 1 
he Nature and Neceffity — Savin Faith. 
h ſſing . © ian Knowledge ; more ts eſpecially 
of the ö of N Chriſt in his Nature and Ollices, Io 


On ical Obedience ant Chriifian Duttes, Erercisd 
both m oly Living, and Dying. a 


1ſt. Tu. Haly Living. 


* KertlemelFs Meaſures of Chriſtian Obedience: n 
* Whole Duties of Man. | 2 
Chriſtian Monitor s. 10 
Serious Exhortations to Religious Duties both publick and private. 10 
Seaman's Monitors, wherein particular Advice is given with Relation 
to the Seaman's Behaviour. 1. Before his Voyage. 2. in it. 3. After i it. 10 


>dly. Holy dying. 


1 Dr. Sherlock upon Death. * x 
* Death made Comtortable. 
4 Per ſuafive to a Serious preparation for Death and judgment, Contain- 


U. 
1 * 
. 0 . * 9 


ing ſeveral Conſiderations and Directions thereunto. 10 
11. On the Nature and Neceſſity of ſpeedy Repentance. 

_ Ellis of Confideration and f SO | 1 

Aſberon on Death. Bed Repemanc. | - 10 


Fiſ thly, For In ftrution i in : thoſe means of performing. the Con- 


ditions of the Covenant, viz. Prayer and the Sa- 
craments. 5 


1ſt. On Prayer. 


* Biſhop Patrick's Diſcourſe of Prayer. : 1 
- Mr. D. Aſſigny's Divine Art of Prayer. 19 


2dly. On The Sacraments. 


Diſcourſe on the Nature, Neceſſity and Benefit of Seinen as 
Seals of the Covenant of Grace. Rs 


© Keitlewel's Help and Exhortation to worthy Communicating, * 
; Dorrington' $ Familiar Guide ro the Na Sacrament. | 10 
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A To Reflore Mg as "ns fall'n n into Sin 4” 


Wickedneſs, b promoting in all Ages and 


Conditions o Men, a Reformation of 
Manners. 
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Firſt, To lfu nce Mag aer, — 5 FEED and others to pro- 
mate this Bleſſed Work, 4 


* A. Biſhop's Collection of Articles, Canons and InjunQtions , and of 
AQts of Parliament to be Read in Churches. 


Accounts of the Society for Reformation of Manners. I | £9 
Short Vindications of thofe who 8 Information. 50 7 
Secondly, To Reclaim * more ' Scandalous and Notorious 
Sinners. 
Earneſt Exhortations to a Religious Obſervation of the Lords Day. 50 
Kind. Cautions to prophane Swearers. 50 
Diſſwaſives from the Sin of Drunkenneſs 50 
Rebukes to the Sin of Uncleanneſs. 10 hy; 


III. To Recover to the Unity of the Church 
all ſuch as have gone aſtray into Hereſy and 
bo rl, In General. 


Cypriar's Diſcourſe of the Unity of the Church. 5 
mg aith and Practice of a 2 of England Man 


Secondly, In Particular. 


I. Quakers. - 
v Snake in the Graſs. 
Defence of the Snake, in An ſiwer to the Switch 


Serious Calls to the Quakers to return to Chriſtianity. 
Mr. Keith's Chriſtian Catechiſm. 


U. The Papiſts, 
* Benner's E irons of he Diſcourſes againſt Popery. 


„ 


Accounts of the Cruelties done to the Proteſtants on Board the 9 
Gallies, with an Exhortation to Perſeverance. : 5 

il. The Diſenters. 

N of the London Caſes. 6 

Biſhop King's Inventions of Men in the Worſhip of God. 0. "on 


Note, Thoſe Books which have an Aft ſerif 72 x'd, being Books of a larger 
Volume than may be conſiſtent with - the Fall L. e of the generality of Peo- 


ple, to read them, bere are but few of 12 hk to be lent only to pe r/onsiof | 
better Condition; but the ſmaller pieces are to be ſerviceable to the Edification 


Ug all indi e ly, and therefore there is a wg! fropertion of them his 7 * 
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